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October 1, 2010 
 
Suzanne and Scott: 
 
I wanted to reply to you by your deadline of today to let you know that 
Western Watersheds Project has decided not to provide comments on 
the RES Americas draft Sage Grouse Conservation Plan for the 
proposed China Mountain Wind Project. 
 
WWP believes that all impacts and outcomes of the proposed China 
Mountain Wind Project need to be assessed in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement that will be forthcoming from the Bureau of Land 
Management. WWP will provide comments at that stage in the 
process. 
 
I do think it important to mention to you that WWP has concluded that 
there is no degree of mitigation we can imagine that would be 
sufficient to ameliorate the negative impacts of the proposed China 
Mountain Wind Project on this critical wildlife habitat landscape.  
 
The impacts of the proposed project will effectively doom the Brown’s 
Bench area for future use by sage steppe dependent species. This level 
of impact is so harsh that WWP has concluded that the China Mountain 
Project should not be built. 
 
Even though it is probable the BLM’s National Environmental Policy Act 
planning and review process will move forward, I would ask that RES 
Americas reconsider whether to proceed with the China Mountain Wind 
Project at all.  
 
As you know the Draft BLM Jarbidge Resource Management Plan 
preferred alternative would effectively remove Brown’s Bench from any 
possible development for wind power projects especially one of this 
scale and impact, so it is possible that the BLM will stop this project. 
Should the BLM proceed with some level of approval for the China 



Mountain Wind Project (something we anticipate if Ken Salazar 
remains as Secretary of the Interior), I can assure you there will be a 
protracted legal fight using all legal means available to stop the 
project. 
 
I don’t say this lightly or as a threat but rather as a simple statement 
of fact. As someone who is very interested in helping to break the 
stranglehold of the petroleum-based economy in which we now live, I 
am sure I share many viewpoints with you and other staff at RES 
Americas; however, as WWP has made clear for a long time now 
renewable energy projects that are proposed for the least disturbed 
parts of our public lands are not welcome. There are ample locations in 
the United States where wind resources are plentiful and even better 
than those on Browns Bench and China Mountain. Those areas include 
lands already radically altered by agriculture and other forms of 
human development, and, in my and WWP’s opinion, those are the 
places where large scale wind projects like this should be built. 
 
I welcome the opportunity to engage in dialog with you at any time 
during public NEPA process, but I would encourage you again to 
reconsider your company’s commitment to such an enormous project 
in an area of public lands that is a critically important place for native 
wildlife. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review your draft Conservation Plan. 
I regret that it is insufficient. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jon Marvel 
Executive Director 
Western Watersheds Project 
208-788-2290 


